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Among the many legends of ghosts, gangsters and movie stars that swirl around the landmark Westward Ho, some of the most persistent involve mysterious tunnels. 

These tunnels were reputed to be favored by bootleggers and fugitives, providing hideouts and passageways under Central Avenue.

The old tales sprang back to life recently when an abandoned tunnel was discovered by crews preparing for construction of Valley Metro's light-rail system. Sealed off for decades, the dank tunnel running under the sidewalk near the 80-year-old former hotel seems at first to confirm the old stories.

Although here the romance fades. Engineers believe the tunnel was actually an underground duct for cool air. Just 4 feet high and 5 feet wide, the concrete-walled tunnel is believed to be part of the hotel's original cooling system used before the days of air-conditioning.

When the hotel was completed in 1928, Westward Ho was advertised as the only "air-cooled" hotel in Arizona, and the tunnel apparently was part of the cooling system.

Terry Phemister, environmental manager for Valley Metro Rail, said no detailed plans for the air-cooling system have surfaced, but the engineers have extrapolated how the system worked from evidence found, which includes an underground pump room.

"We surmise that cool water from a well was pumped through a large radiator device," Phemister said. "Air was blown (by electric fans) through the radiator device and into the hotel.

"What role this little tunnel had is very unclear. It looks like it's part of the air return."

Still, the discovery of the tunnel confirms what many people have believed for years, and it adds to the rich flavor of one of Phoenix's most famous places. The building's tenants are "fascinated" with the tunnel, said James McKinney, the Westward Ho's maintenance supervisor of 18 years. In 1981, the hotel was converted to a federally subsidized housing project for the elderly.

"It's an old, dirty, dusty tunnel," McKinney said, although that has been enough to spark rumors. "Everybody's ... telling all kinds of crazy stories."

Before the Valley had the Phoenician, it had the Westward Ho, a magnificent hotel where rich and famous people stayed, including Presidents Kennedy and Nixon, and actors Clark Gable and Myrna Loy.

The 15-story Spanish Colonial Revival building was a skyscraper of its time, towering over the other buildings in downtown Phoenix. With the exception of one building in Long Beach, Calif., the Westward Ho was originally the tallest reinforced-concrete structure west of the Mississippi.

And eventually, it was the first multiple-story building in Phoenix to cool its guests with refrigeration rather than evaporative cooling, according to the Arizona State Historic Preservation Office.

"Obviously, it's kind of a Phoenix landmark," said James Garrison, a state historic preservation officer who wrote a nomination to get the hotel listed on the National Register of Historic Places. "This was the first large-scale building to use some type of air-conditioning and refrigeration system. That's pretty significant for the Valley."

After its years as Phoenix's premier hotel, the 400-room building declined and decayed, falling victim to a dying downtown.

The discovery of the tunnel was not surprising, Valley Metro spokeswoman Daina Mann said.

"It's not an unusual circumstance for light-rail projects in downtown areas," Mann said, noting that the railroad right-of-way crosses many utility conduits, old canals and other underground obstacles.

The initial rail project is a 20-mile route through Phoenix, Tempe and Mesa, with construction expected to start in spring 2004.

Phemister said only part of the tunnel, a section that courses out from alongside the hotel to go around the old pump room, will be affected by light-rail construction. That portion will be backfilled with gravel and concrete.

Valley Metro will file final plans with state and national historic offices before filling in the tunnel section, Phemister said.

The tunnel was explored by Valley Metro inspectors, he added, and they are still uncertain how long it is or where it ends. Armed with lights and safety gear, the inspectors "duck-walked" through the tunnel from where it begins near Central and Polk Street, along the full length of the east side of the building.

"They did not go further than that for safety reasons," he said.

After that, the tunnel gets smaller, and the explorers are unsure whether it continues north along Central or jogs west around the hotel, he said.



Cooling Arizona

1916: In the Adams Pharmacy inside the Adams Hotel in downtown Phoenix, Frank L. Toombs demonstrates a device that he claims would reduce a room's temperature by 20 to 40 degrees through evaporation of water in a forced draft.

1928: The luxury hotel Westward Ho opens on Central Avenue, advertising itself as the first "air-cooled" hotel in Arizona.

1929: Air-conditioners installed in commercial buildings in Phoenix.

1934: Oscar Palmer of Phoenix begins marketing his Sno-Breeze brand cooler, which appears to be the first factorymade evaporative cooler on the market in Phoenix.

1936: Moore & McLellan (later known as A.L. Moore & Son) is the first Phoenix mortuary to be air-conditioned.

1941: Nearly every Phoenix building has an evaporative cooler.

Early 1950s: Air-conditioners using refrigeration are mass-produced in Phoenix; the city becomes known as the "Air-Conditioned Capital of the World."

1970: Most structures and cars in the Valley are now air-conditioned.

2003: Valley Metro Rail planners explore air-duct tunnel at Westward Ho.

Sources: Phoenix Museum of History, Carrier, Goettl, U.S. census.

CAPTION: Underground discovery CAPTION: Steve Reznik, who runs the Jewel Box pawn shop on Central Avenue and whose father, Morris, owns the city block under which runs a tunnel from the Westward Ho, recently helped Valley Metro Rail engineers explore the subterranean area."
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	I finally found the article I have been looking for during the past year and a half!

"UNDERGROUND ALLEY RECALLS SIMPLE TIMES
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November 12, 2003
Author: Bob Golfen, The Arizona Republic 


Honeylou Reznik used to go bowling under the sidewalk along Central Avenue.

The underground bowling alley at Central and Pierce Street is long abandoned, but pedestrians can still see the glass blocks in the pavement that provided sunlight for the players below.

"During high school, I used to go bowling all the time," said Reznik, who graduated from Phoenix Union High School in 1946.

"I remember walking down the stairs. ... Boys were setting up the pins. It wasn't mechanical in those days," she recalled.

The old bowling alley is now part of the city block owned by Reznik's husband, Morris, who operates the Jewel Box pawn shop on the same block just across from the Westward Ho. Morris Reznik, of H-M Investments, has owned the block from Pierce to Fillmore Street and Central to First Street for about 30 years.

Their son, Steve, who also runs the Jewel Box, recently helped engineers from Valley Metro Rail explore the former bowling alley in preparation for building a light-rail line on Central.

The underground structure, now little more than a cellar held up by concrete columns, is off the right-of-way and won't be affected by the construction.

The only sign that it was once a bowling alley are the words "Please Stay Back of Foul Line" written across one of the support beams, and a bowling-pin graphic on one column. Some of the support structures for the human pinsetters can still be seen along one wall.

Not much is known about the bowling alley, although there are historic references to the Gold Spot bowling alley in that area that closed around 1950. The subterranean lanes apparently date to when the Westward Ho was a booming tourist destination and the downtown area was a hub of recreation and entertainment. The hotel, finished in 1928, now is housing for the elderly.

The area around the Westward Ho and the nearby Adams Hotel, at Central Avenue and Adams Street, was a popular place for dances and other evening activity when Honeylou was a high school student, she said. This was during World War II, and young GIs training to go overseas would come in from the air bases and other facilities.

"This was during the war years, and there were soldiers all around," she said, adding that bowling was one of the main forms of entertainment.

"There wasn't much of anything in Phoenix at that time, and this was one of things we did for fun.""
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	In order for City of Phoenix Police Officers to legally arrest you for trespassing on a business's property after it is closed for the day, the business must have "No Trespassing" signs posted AND must have filed an "authority to arrest" form on file with their local police precinct.

"If the business is open for business an officer will have to make contact with someone to verify that the person is not a customer or otherwise allowed to be on the property" http://www.phoenix...ebiz/trespass.html

"A. A person commits criminal trespass in the third degree by:
1. Knowingly entering or remaining unlawfully on any real property after a reasonable request to leave by the owner or any other person having lawful control over such property, or reasonable notice prohibiting entry.
2. Knowingly entering or remaining unlawfully on the right-of-way for tracks, or the storage or switching yards or rolling stock of a railroad company.
B. Criminal trespass in the third degree is a class 3 misdemeanor.

13-1503. Criminal trespass in the second degree; classification
A. A person commits criminal trespass in the second degree by knowingly entering or remaining unlawfully in or on any nonresidential structure or in any fenced commercial yard.
B. Criminal trespass in the second degree is a class 2 misdemeanor"
http://www.phoenix...ebiz/trespass.html


"Within the City of Phoenix, a permit is required for alarm systems monitored by an alarm company as well as those that are not. You may be subject to an assessment of $85.00 for each alarm activation that the police respond to if you do not have the required permit.

You can also be assessed if your alarm system generates excessive false alarms. If you have more than two false alarms within a consecutive 365 day period, subsequent incidents can cost you $85.00 for each false alarm."
http://www.phoenix.gov/police/alarm1.html#whatarethe


Now you can basically find out if a place legally has a monitored alarm system from public records.

http://www.phoenix...NTRO/alaintro.html


